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558 THE JOUBNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

triumphs of psycho-analysis lend confirmation to the system of philosophy 
that has won his adherence. Dr. Carr interprets M. Bergson's philosophy 
well, partly because he finds it corroborated everywhere — even in the most 
distant departments of science, and partly because he is unable to enter- 
tain in his mind unfavorable criticisms of his favorite doctrine. If it 
were true that he held to the letter of some parts of this doctrine more 
faithfully than even M. Bergson himself, this would, on the whole, be 
of advantage to a reader looking for an introduction to M.. Bergson's 
thought. Dr. Carr's enthusiasm, then, is notable in the manner in which 
he has worked himself into M. Bergson's thought; it is notable, as well, 
in the manner in which he has worked his interpretation of this thought 
into the medium of the English language. Dr. Carr's writing is not only 
agreeable and fluent and lucid, but it fits idiomatically and snugly the 
singularity of many of M.. Bergson's ideas. For instance, the homo- 
geneous time that M. Bergson sets over against heterogeneous duration is 
designated " clock-time " by Dr. Carr ; and Dr. Carr has many other 
phrases similarly neat. Dr. Carr's exposition, in a word, borrows a great 
deal of relief from this : that he has made the composition of this book a 
labor of love. 

George Peckham. 
Columbia University. 

A History of Philosophy. Clement C. J. Webb. New York : Henry Holt 

and Company. Pp. 256. 

This book may serve its purpose in a way not contemplated by its 
author or publisher. The reader of it, having found so little information 
about a mighty subject, may look elsewhere and thus pursue the study of 
the history of philosophy. A primer for the unprepared, telling about the 
whole history of philosophy, is what nobody can write. The subject can 
not be so popularized without losing all its substance. What the reader 
of any introduction should learn is that philosophy has never been child's 
play, and that it can not be conveyed in easy expositions. This is not to 
argue that small books should not be written on great subjects. It takes, 
however, a gift akin to genius to write them, and it is hard to see how a 
history of philosophy can be at the same time informing, small, and really 
elementary. The impression is too much like that produced by those 
extremely simplified arrangements of great music provided in albums filr 
die Jug end. After all youth gets much out of them, and it is hard to say 
how much an eager and curious young person may not get out of Mr. 
Webb's book. He may, as we hope he will, read another book on the same 
subject, and thereby justify his introduction to it. 

Wendell T. Bush. 
Columbia University. 



